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Upcoming Events 

 Nov. 1— Tuesday, 
Congregational Care Meeting 
at 7:00 PM in the fellowship 

hall. 

 Nov. 4—Friday, 7-12th Grade 
students are invited to hang 
out  at the Soul Garage from 

7:00 PM-10:00 PM. 

 Nov. 6 —Daylight Savings Time 

Ends 

 Nov. 7—Monday Night Prayer 
in Pastor Paul’s Office at 6:30 

PM 

 Nov. 9—Wednesday, Silver 
Ring Thing at 7:00 PM at Rice 
Lake High School. See details 

in bulletin & announcements.  

 Nov.11-12 —Friday Night-
Saturday. Trek & Journey— 
Guys  Overnighter at 
Tomahawk Scout Camp, Cost 
$15/ Girls’ Overnighter at 
Arrowhead Bible Camp, Cost 

$15. 

 Nov. 14-21—Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes are 
accepted at Maranatha. Call 

715-234-8313 for times. 

 Nov. 15—Tuesday, Life Line 
Medical Tests Screening begins 
at 8:00 AM in the fellowship 
hall.  Pre-registration required. 

Call  1-888-653-6441. 

 Nov. 16—Wednesday, Young 
at Heart Potluck at noon in the 

fellowship hall. 

 Nov. 16—Wednesday, AWANA 
Operation Christmas Child Box 
Send-off at 6:30 PM in the 

Ministry Center  

 Nov. 24—Thursday, Happy  
Thanksgiving!! Church Office 
will be closed Thursday and 

Friday.  

 Nov.  26-27—Saturday and 

Sunday, Adoption Weekend.  

 

November 
Connected and Belonging 

We will receive no greater compliment one day than to 
hear our Lord, looking into our eyes say, “Well done my good and 
faithful servant.”   Ephesians 2:10 says that For we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.”   

All of us are God’s workmanship; we are created in His image, for a 
supernatural purpose.  He knit us together in our mother’s womb;  all the days 
ordained for us were written in His book before one of them came to be.  How does 
that make you feel?  God in His divine wisdom has called all of us into His service 
and He has a specific plan for each one of us in mind.   

God has given us our unique gifts, spiritual gifts, to achieve the purpose He 
had planned out for our lives since the beginning of time.  “There are different 
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of 
them in all men.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.”  1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (NIV) 

The Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit all play a role in our living out our 
purpose. The Spirit brings the gifts to life with His supernatural power that is at 
work in us.  Jesus in His incarnate state was a model of what service is to look like in 
and through our lives.  God, the Father,  has gathered all of us here at Maranatha to 
form a complete body of Christ and when we all do our part, we accomplish things 
that are far bigger than a random bunch of people working together.  1 Corinthians 
12:12 says  “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all 
its parts are many, they form one body.”   

Our desire at Maranatha is that everyone would have a place to 
serve.  God, through grace, has given those who have trusted Him 
the right to become a part of His family.   “The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children.” (Romans 8:16)  As a part 
of a family our goal is to work together, each doing his or her part so 
the family succeeds in day-to-day life. Our relationship deepens 
when we work together as a family.   The church, the body of Christ 
(universal), is a family who God has called to work together for the 

common good.  How do we show God our appreciation for our salvation? We show 
appreciation by serving Him and others in the family. 

Don Cousins said at a conference we recently attended “God called us to His 
work to build a relationship with us.  It’s not about the work that he has called us, 
it’s about the relationship we have with Him.”  Your relationship is growing as you 
serve because you and God are working together for the common good. There are 



many people in this church who serve selflessly.  They give of their time, their talents; they 
are using their strengths and spiritual gifts to make a difference in people’s lives.  They are 
the hands and feet of Jesus.  They feel connected to this body; they feel a part of the family. 

As I look out on Sunday mornings, however, I see many people who are missing out on acts 
of service that show their love for God and others.  People have stalled out in their relationship with God 
because they have all the benefits of being in the family, but are missing out on doing their part making 
sure all the needs of the family are met.  They are missing out on the deeper relationship God wants with 
them...connected and belonging. 

 I know there are people here who have no idea what their spiritual gifts are; people who have never 
examined who God created them to be, the strengths they have, what their giftings are, what they’re passionate 
about.  All of these factors play a part in finding that place, the work that God prepared in advance for you to do. 

We want to help you to find your strengths, your spiritual gifts, what you are passionate about so that you 
will have a better understanding what God’s purpose is for you this side of heaven.   My wife Mary, with some 
friends in Duluth, have put together one of the best studies I have ever seen for helping you put together all the 
pieces that will answer the question: What is God’s plan for me and my life?   

If you want to find out what God-given gifts you have, if you are interested in growing your relationship with God 

as you see Him at work in you, if you want to go from spectator to starting lineup on a team that always wins 

because JEHOVAH SABAOTH is on our side… give Pastor Paul a call at 715-234-8313 or mark your interest on the 

Blue Sheet  and I will contact you.  Let’s watch God do more than we can ask or imagine as we each do our part 

for the common good here at Maranatha.  

Loving God, Loving Others, 



Elder Report 

November 2011 
Hi, my name is Scott Carlson. I am one of the newest elders serving on the 

board here at Maranatha. I am humbled and excited about the opportunity 

and incredible responsibility to serve Christ, and the body in this capacity. I 

cherish your prayers as I seek God’s wisdom and guidance in the months 

ahead.  

 I live just out of Rice Lake with my wife Sabrina, daughter Hannah, and Hunter, our yellow lab. Sabrina 

and I will celebrate our 23rd anniversary this year. It is hard to believe how fast the years go by. Hannah is 12 

years old and in the 7th grade. We have lived in the Rice Lake area for well over 20 years, and although not 

Rice Lake “natives”, we feel we have reached at least “semi-permanent status”. As a family, we enjoy travel, 

camping, bike riding, and just having fun together in God’s amazing creation. We are blessed to live in such a 

beautiful area! 

 As current directors for the Wednesday night AWANA and youth ministry at Maranatha, Sabrina and I 

thank God daily for the commitment and faithfulness of all of the leaders dedicated to impacting the lives of 

young people in our church and community for Christ. On any given Wednesday evening, there are 70 plus 

leaders and volunteers selflessly giving of their time and talents to further the Kingdom of God. I am excited to 

see how Christ’s Spirit working through these leaders will change the lives of so many young people this year! I 

am honored to work with you all and cannot say “Thank You” enough. 

 The pastoral search committee has been hard at work with the Pastor of Youth and Children position. 

They have received and reviewed several resumes, sent out follow-up questionnaires, and will begin 

interviewing candidates soon. Pray for them as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for the right candidate 

to fill this position.  

 As the elder liaison to the Missions Team, I would also like to say thank you to those who work hard to 

keep us praying for and connected with our missionaries.  The church’s commitment to missions is helping us 

to fulfill the Great Commission both locally and around the world. Below is an update from John Peterson 

regarding the missions team, and how we can get involved. 

Missions Team Update  

 What a privilege it is to be on the Missions Team and hear about what the Lord is doing all over the 

world to bring people to a saving knowledge of Christ.  As a church, Maranatha has been able to hear in recent 

months many missionary testimonies of what the Lord has been doing through them and it’s been exciting.  

However, what is even greater than hearing is the fact that each person in Maranatha can “get in the game” 

and play an important role in the glorious work that God is doing in drawing people all over the world to 

Himself.  Some of those ways include: 

 1)  Pray – pray consistently, pray specifically, pray expectantly, and pray with others.  Our brothers and 

sisters in Christ facing persecution for practicing their faith ask that we pray for them.  The Apostle Paul asked 

the churches to pray for him.  With that in mind find a way to pray in this way and if you would like help, pick up 

a red Missionary Folder at the Connecting Point. 

 2)  Encourage – send notes of encouragement, e-mails, and maybe even birthday or Christmas gifts to 

encourage our missionaries.  Remember that just as with any ministry and yet in some ways more so 

(language, culture, fewer comforts), missionaries struggle with discouragement. 

 3)  Somali Ministry – there are many Somalis in Barron and many of them desire tutoring and teaching 

in English.  This is a true cross-cultural missions opportunity right in our back yard and there are already other 

missionaries working with these people.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be part of the beginnings of a Somali 

church!   —John Peterson, Missions Team Director. 

 

Serving Christ Together, 

Scott Carlson   



Manna in the Morning 
 The premise of “Looking through God’s Window to the World” is that God’s view of our corner of the 

world is the Christian view of our corner of the world.  The question is:  How do we learn what God’s view is?  

 The glib answer is that we find it in the Bible.  We don’t have to have many conversations with other believers to discover that 

differences of opinion regarding the meaning of Scripture abound.  J.Todd Billings states: “Our functional theology of Scripture [that 

is, how we read Scripture] . . . reflects particular beliefs about what the Bible is.” (Christianity Today, “How to Read the Bible”, October 

2011)  Two common approaches to Scripture end up using Scripture for our own purposes.     

The reader may use a “blueprint approach”, reading with the conviction that he already knows the larger 

meaning of the Bible.  His belief system governs his reading of Scripture.  This approach confirms our religious ideas 

through Scripture, whether or not those ideas are truly derived from Scripture.  

The reader may use a “smorgasbord approach”, feeding his particular appetite of the moment.  Billings writes:  “the Bible 

becomes the answer book for our felt needs and personal perspectives.” But, he says, the “message centers on the individual and his 

or her preferences, and does not interpret the Bible in a way that calls felt needs into question or looks beyond them.”   

There is a third alternative, the “theological approach.” The reader comes to the Scriptures solely to hear the voice of 

God revealing Himself in all His glory and in all of His deeds.  Shoring up one’s belief system or to meeting the spiritual 

hunger of the moment becomes a byproduct of our study, not the goal.  The study of the Scriptures becomes “a 

journey in which God in Scripture encounters us again and again, both with comforting signs of his presence and 

surprises that confound us, yet may open new vistas.  Reading Scripture is not about solving puzzles but discerning a 

mystery. . . . We encounter no less than the mysterious triune God himself.”  

What does the Lord tell us about Himself in Exodus 16, for example? We learn:  

The Lord provides our daily sustenance (v. 4) 

Scarce resources must be properly allocated (v.4-5) 

He desires that we know Him through His benefits for us (v.12) 

He intends for us to participate by doing the gathering—He does not drop food on our plates as a “right” (v.16-17) 

His provisions for us are sufficient but not excessive (v.17-18) 

There is a cost to disobedience due to greed or worry (v.19-21) 

The Lord is displeased with our disobedience (v.28)    

Exodus 14 speaks to us of the economy through the eyes of the Lord.  The word for economy is a Biblical word.  It means to 

manage the affairs and property of another. We are entrusted by God to manage His goods (Luke 16:1-15) and His affairs (Ephesians 

3:2-3; I Peter 4:10).     

As in Exodus 14 for the Israelites, we become poor stewards when we become jealous, envious and greedy.  These are 

grievous sins to God.  They are listed with all manner of human evil.  (Romans 1:28-32; Galatians 6:19-21; Ephesians 5:3-7; 

Colossians 3:5-11) “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any 

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.” (Ephesians 5:5, NIV) In Luke 12:13-34, our Lord warns us, whether rich or poor, 

against all manner of greed because it reveals a lack of trust in Him in favor of trust in the things He created, which is idolatry.   

 This Thanksgiving, let us give thanks for our manna in the morning, and pray for the wisdom needed of a good manager of 

the Lord’s goods. And let us “keep [our] lives free from the love of money and be content with what [we] have, because God has said, 

‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’” (Hebrews 13:5, NIV)        

By Lawrence D. Anderson 

 

 (FYI:  Books on the economy for the average person include: Basic Economics and Advanced Economics by Thomas Sowell and 

Biblical Economics by R. C. Sproul. Sowell defines economics as the proper management of scarce resources.)   



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marv Oftedahl, Marilyn Longseth, Roxanne Raddenbach, 
Sonna Phillips, Claudia Franson, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Pat Swanson, Pat Young, Richard & Violet 
Fossum, Lois Northey, Brett & Melissa Oftedahl’s unborn 
twins, Loni Wold, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Lisa 
Almquist’s mother, Paul Green’s step-brother Tom, Jeanne 
Stricklen’s brother Tom, Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene 
Vaughn,  Craig Severud’s dad Todd, Joan Neidermire’s 
dad Roland, Al Davidson’s mother Pearl, Fran Reich’s 
children, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, Lillian Bjugstad’s son 
Mark, Kathy Fladten’s sister Vicky, Joan Neidermire’s dad 
Roland, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce & nephew AJ, 
Glen Wegner’s nephew James, Randy Meinen’s dad 
Dennis, Bill Schreiber’s sister Esther, Vicky Heldt’s friend 
Brenda Espeseth, Sharon Carlson’s sister Helen, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo, Bill McClain’s half-sister Charmaine,  
Andy Hillman’s mother Rita, Leah Margan’s niece Leanna,   
Rich Robinson’s cousin Stephanie,  Yvonne Hansen’s 
friend Sue, Flohr’s nephew Joshua & mother Bernice, June 
Lihrman’s friend Denise Evans, Culver’s former son-in-law 
Rick,   Fenton’s friend Jerry, Dan & Janette Young’s 
daughter Gwenette, Mary Potter’s sister Dorothy, & Carol 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Montgomery’s brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn has been deployed to 
Afghanistan. Don & Esther Swan’s grandson Dustin 
Hyland serving in the Navy.  

Praises:  Ady Jo (9 lbs. 2 oz.) born to parents Joe & 
Amber Hjelman on October 2nd. Josh & Brittney 
Swan’s twins Lorelei Janine (4 lbs., 9 oz.) and 
Harper Grace (3 lbs., 6 oz.) were born October  
11th. They are now home and doing well. Great 
grandparents Don & Esther Swan are celebrating 
the birth of Caleb Darren Hyland to parents Dustin & 
Becky Hyland on October 13th. A young man who 
made a decision to receive Jesus as his personal 
savior at our morning worship service recently. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Family Fall Festival—A Treat with A Biblical Theme 

Family Fall Festival included 11  Bible 

stories for kids to enjoy with games.  

Jonah & the Whale, David & Goliath, 

Noah’s Ark and Queen Esther were among 

some of the stories and games acted out.  

It was well attended and we would like to 

thank everyone  who contributed  time 

and resources to the Festival.   

Pictures courtesy of Ginny Proffitt.  

Thank you goes to Ginny Proffitt and 

Julie Henningsen and team for their  

creative skill making the  Family Fall 

Festival a great  community outreach  

for the Lord.  



Congregational Care Team Meeting—Tuesday, November 1st  at 7:00 PM in the fellowship hall, For those involved or wanting to be 
involved with the care of God’s people, please come to see how you may become involved in opportunities to serve. 

Youth Hang out at the soul Garage—Friday, November 4th from 7-10 PM.  This is an opportunity for youth 7th –12th grades to come 
and hang out, enjoy games, talk, and just spend a great time with others at the soul garage.  For more information contact 
Joshua Skoyen at 715-533-3620. 

Don’t forget—daylight savings time ends at 2:00 AM on Sunday, November 6th.  Be sure to “Fall back” or else we will see 
you early on Sunday.  

Saturday Night worship —  meets in our Sanctuary.  Join us for Saturday Nights ...Same live preaching and message as Sunday 
mornings…Similar worship style as Sunday mornings…Same starting time as before…  7:00 PM on Saturday Nights. 

Awakening  Services Sundays, in the Soul Garage at 10:30 AM.  Additional Parking is available in the parking lot at Thomas Precision 
Engineering, just north of the soul Garage.  

Monday Night Prayer in the church library on Monday, November 7th at 6:30 PM.  If you have a prayer request, please join us or 
contact an elder, pastor, or the church office so your request can be included.  We pray for our Missionaries, national leaders, 
state leaders, local leadership, church family and any concerns that are brought to the prayer meeting. 

Silver ring thing—It’s for young people, guys, girls…it’s about dating, waiting, making wise choices, getting second chances—so 
join us for Music, drama &testimonies,  on Wednesday, November 9th at the Rice Lake High School at 7:00 PM.  Register on-line & 
bring $20 if you want to have a silver ring, otherwise it’s free!!  

Trek (Jr. High) and Journey (Sr. High)  Overnighters—Friday, November 11th-Saturday, November 12th.  Guys will be at Tomahawk Scout 
Camp —Contact Joshua Skoyen at 715-533-3620.  Girls will be at Arrowhead Bible Camp—Contact Vicky Hultman at 715-234-3187.  Cost 
will be $15/person. 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) will meet at noon for potluck on Wednesday, Nov. 16th.  Please sign up at the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall for what you can bring.  For more information contact Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925..  

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 

ADOPTION Weekend—November is National Adoption and Foster Care month.  If you or your family has directly been a part of an 
adoption we'd love to have you participate in our upcoming Adoption Sunday.  Please contact Shannon Severud at 715-234-1280 or 
severud@centurytel.net if you are interested in participating.  Thanks! 

Children’s Hide & Seek Sunday School—Children Ages 2 years-8th Grade are invited to come to the ministry Center every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 –11:30 AM  for crafts, songs, games, and Bible stories.  Parents, We want to provide a safe environment for your 
children & you help us personally By Dropping off and picking up your children at the Ministry Center.  Thank You! 

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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